Meeting Notes

Weir River Estuary Park Committee

Hull Town Hall

July 2, 2003

7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Present:  Judeth Van Hamm, Chair

Dick Avery

Linda Beres

Faith Burbank

Liz Fuller

Nancy Kramer

Scott Plympton

Deborah Scott

Sarah White

FOLLOW-UP TO THE “BUILDING A VISION OF OUR WEIR RIVER ESTUARY” WORKSHOP
Undeveloped Land and  Accessway Inventory

Judeth handed out a preliminary map prepared by Urban Harbor Institute showing undeveloped lands and public waterfront access ways abutting the Weir River Estuary.  

Action:  Committee members will review the document and get corrections to Judeth.
Judeth will make corrections so that we will have an accurate inventory before the next meeting.

August 6 Meeting

The next Committee meeting, August 6, will focus on developing strategies to follow up on the suggestions made at the May visioning meeting.

Action:  Judeth will invite staff from Urban Harbors Institute and DPM to the August 6   

             meeting.    

Faith will get input from the staff and see if the staff could prepare a preliminary 

follow up plan to present at the meeting. 

Breakfast Meeting with the Public

Tentative plans were made for a followup breakfast with the public at Jakes on Saturday, September 13.  If Jakes is not available, Hingham Town Hall was suggested as the backup site.

Action:  Judeth will check with Jakes to see if the restaurant would be available on that date and will check with the Urban Harbors Institute to see if their grant can cover the cost.   

LAND ACQUISITION
Land Acquisition Rating Form

Dick handed out the “Potential Acquisition Rating Form” used by the Cohasset Conservation Trust.  Commentary was favorable.  

No action taken.

Winsor Brothers Land on Straights Pond

Dick and Lawry reported on the ongoing negotiations between the Town of Cohasset and the Winsors for acquisition of the Winsor’s land on Straights Pond.  

Action:  Dick will present the latest proposal to the July meeting of the Cohasset Conservation Trust.  

Judeth will introduce Dick and Jim Comeau by e-mail.  

Straits Pond Island

Lawry reported that the District Court is changing civil procedures in order to move cases more quickly.  Hopefully this will help to get the long-delayed Straits Pond Island foreclosure issue before the court. 

No action taken.

RECREATION
Brochure

Sarah handed out a draft brochure entitled “Paddling the Weir River: A Canoe and Kayaking Guide” with a map and information about the Weir River. 

Action:  Committee members will review the draft and get back to Sarah with comments/ suggestions.  

EDUCATION/OUTREACH

Education Plan

Linda needs feedback re: priority issues to be included in the education plan. 

Action:  Linda will e-mail her questions to Judeth.   

Hingham Selectman’s Meeting

Faith and Judeth will attend the Hingham Selectmen’s meeting on July 7 to introduce the Weir River Estuary Park to the Selectmen.

HULL TIMES Column

Liz reported that we have been offered a weekly or bi-weekly column in the HULL TIMES to raise awareness of the Committee’s activities and educate the public about the Estuary.  

Action:  Liz will edit the column.  Committee members will send items of interest to Liz ASAP. Dick will see if we can get the column reprinted in the Hingham and Cohasett papers.  

HABITAT PROTECTION

Visit with NOAA 

Action:  Nancy will e-mail her notes re: the meeting with NOAA to Judeth for distribution.  

ACEC STEWARDSHIP GRANT
Faith informed the group that grants of $1,000 to $15,000 are available from ???? for furthering the work of conservation groups.  The grantee must contribute 25% of the budget in in-kind costs.  A total of $25,000 will be distributed.  Applications must be in by July 16.  

The Committee decided to propose three projects for funding: (1) development of a long range plan for land acquisition; (2) signage for the Weir River Woods;  (3) design and publication of a “Paddling the Weir River: A Canoe and Kayaking Guide” brochure with a map and information about the Park.

Actions:  

Judeth will send Faith an outline of the scope of the project by Monday, July 7.

Liz will consult with James Hardison and the Trustees of Reservations for costs of two signs, a large one for G.W. Boulevard and a smaller one to be placed at the entrance to the Park and get back to Judeth with the estimates.  

Sarah will contact Flynn Printing in Hingham and Staples to get an estimated cost for printing 2500 copies and get back to Judeth with the estimates.   

Judeth will consult with Jason Burtner re: the cost of a land acquisition planner.  

Judeth will ask Chris McCabe for a letter of support and in-kind contributions from Hull.

Faith will ask for a letter of support and in-kind contributions from Hingham.

Dick will ask for a letter of support from Cohasset.

